How to Search the AAGS Online Collections

The following instructions will help you navigate our collections and find the ancestor you’re
looking for. Figure 1 shows the interface to our online collections. The search window is at the
top, followed by the first five entries in the the data set, listed alphabetically by last name. The
database will eventually contain many data sets. The Data Sets box in the upper left corner of
the search window is a dropdown that allows you to select one data set to search, or to search
all data sets by not making a selection. We will use the AA County Military Burials data set to
illustrate how the search window works. Other data sets will be set up differently, but the
search operation is basically the same.

Data Sets Last Name Given Names Location by
h Type Last Name... Type given name... Location h
Location Search Date by Date Search
Location Search... Date v Date Search... “
Name Date(s) Location Data Set

AA County Military
Adams, Clarence J 1894 - 1931 MD - MD / . @
urials

AA County Military
Adams, George E 1927 - 2006 —-—/ @
Burials

AA County Military
Adams, Louis Frederick 1895- 1937 MD -MD / Burial @
urials

AA County Military
Adams, Samuel 1877 -1952 ——/ @
Burials

AA County Military
Addison, Willmore 1879 -1934 MD-—/ (o)
Burials

Figure 1: Search Interface (Non-member)

You will see the interface above if you are not an AAGS member. Non-members can search our
collections, but will not see all of the information available to members. More on that later.

The data for the five entries shown above includes Last Name, Given Names (includes first and
middle names), Date(s), Location, the Data Set Name, and an “eyeball” icon, which you can
click to get more information about the individual.

For this data set (AA County Military Burials) the Date(s) represent the birth and death year of
the individual. The Locations are the birth and death locations. There is no other information
visible to non-members in this window. The Date(s) and Location for other data sets may
represent different attributes, for example marriage date and location for a Marriage Record
data set, or birth or baptism date for a Church Record data set. Knowing how each data set is
constructed will help you search successfully. Information on each of the data sets in our
collections is provided on the “Search Our Online Collections” page.



Searching

Begin your search typing a name in any of the four search boxes (Last Name, Given Names,
Location Search, Date Search). The items shown in the list below the search window will
update automatically as you type—there’s no need to press Enter.

Note that there are two more boxes in the search window - “Location By” and “Date By.” These
are dropdown menus that may allow you to search on something more specific than just Date
or Location. These are set up as appropriate for each data set, so you may encounter any of
the following: Location, Country, State or Province, County, Township, City, Date, Year, Month,
Day, Date Beginning, Date Ending.

Information Display - Member vs. Non-Member

Figure 1 showed the display seen by a non-member on our collections search page. Figure 2
below is the display you see if you are a member and logged in to the website. Notice that the
cemetery where the veteran is buried is now showing in the Location column.

Data Sets Last Name Given Names Location by
v Type Last Name... Type given name... Location v
Location Search Date by Date Search
Location Search... Date v Date Search... n
Name Date(s) Location Data Set
AA County Military
Adams, Clarence J 1894 -1931 MD - MD / Brewer Hill Cemetery @
Burials
AA County Military
Adams, George E 1927 - 2006 — - — / Hillcrest Memorial Gardens . @
Burials
AA County Military
Adams, Louis Frederick 1895-1937 MD - MD / Brewer Hill Cemetery ®
Burials
AA County Military
Adams, Samuel 1877-1952 — - —/ Brewer Hill Cemetery @

Burials

AA County Military
Addison, Willmore 1879 -1934 MD - — / Brewer Hill Cemetery e (O]
urials

Figure 2: Search Interface (Member)

Additional Data

What happens if you click the Eyeball icon (far right) for an individual? In general, more
information about the individual is displayed - in this data set, the cemetery where the veteran
is buried. If you click the eyeball for the first person in the list, Clarence J. Adams, Figure 3
shows what a non-member will see, and Figure 4, what a member will see.



Adams, Clarence J

Date: 1894 - 1931

Location: MD - MD /

Details

To see the rest of the record, you must be a member of AAGS. If you are a member, please log in here. If you're not a member, we invite you to join

here.

Last Name
First Name
Birth Year
Birth Location
Death Year
Death Location
War

Service

Rank

Unit

Birth Date
Death Date
Awards
Notes

Cemetery
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MD

Fedkkddkokk

Fekkkkkkk

Fedkkkdkokk

Fkkkkkkk

Fekkkdkokk

Fkkkkkkk

Fekkkdokokk

Fkkkkkkk

Fedkkkdokokok

Figure 3: Additional Data Display - Non-Member




Adams, Clarence J

Date: 1894 - 1931

Location: MD - MD / Brewer Hill Cemetery

Details
Last Name Adams
First Name Clarence J
Birth Year 1894
Birth Location MD
Death Year 1931
Death Location MD
War Wwi
Service USA
Rank Pvt
Unit 811 Pioneer Infantry
Birth Date 10/25/1894
Death Date 12/26/1931
Awards -
Notes African-American
Cemetery Brewer Hill Cemetery

Figure 4: Additional Data Display - Member

Note that in this case information is available on War, Service, Rank, Unit, full Birth and Death
Dates, Awards, Notes, and Cemetery, but only members can see it. The Cemetery entry is a
link to another page that provides information about the cemetery (Figure 5). Another benefit of
being a member!



Brewer Hill Cemetery

Details
CemeteryName Brewer Hill Cemetery
Address 1 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Notes Also known as People's Brewer Hill Cemetery, Smallpox Hill. African-American cemetery. Over 7.000 burials. First
used as a burial ground for Africans following the introduction of slavery and prior to the Civil War. Also contains
African-American veterans prior to 1964.
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Figure 5: Cemetery Information

As you can see, searching is not complicated, but keep in mind that the meaning of date and
location can be different for different data sets.

In the example above (AA County Military Burials), the dates represent birth and death year of
the individual. The locations are birth and death locations. The dates and locations for other
data sets may represent other attributes (e.g. a marriage date or location for Marriage Records,
a birth or baptism date for Church Records). Knowing how each data set is constructed will
help you search successfully.

Consider joining AAGS to gain access to information in our collections that is not available to
non-members.

If you have any questions about searching, or about a specific collection, please contact us at
web@aagensoc.org.
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