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Family History Research Basics  
 

1.  How may family research benefit you?  You may: 
• Appreciate the value and relevance of recording your own story 

• Become motivated to communicate with family members 

• Connect with long-lost family members or those you didn’t know 

• Gain a basic understanding of family research 

• Learn strategies for sharing information & conducting individual and group research 

• Investigate volunteer service and career opportunities 
 

2.  What is common to most researchers? 
• Family Records and Photos   • Wills and probate records 

• Immigration and Naturalization Records  • Social Security Records 

• Vital Records and Cemetery Records  * Military Service Records 

• Bible and Church Records     • City Directories and Census Records 
 

3.  What makes some family research different or difficult? 
• Multiple languages 

• Border changes and migration patterns  

• Date changes before/after 1752 (Julian / Gregorian Calendars) 

• Surname evolution and Name changes; anglicized; no names changed at Ellis Island 

• Location of records – some missing/inaccessible 

• Falsification/non-registration of records – political, tax, military, illness 

• Lack of family ties to ancestral homeland 

• First generation immigrant may completely break from the old country 

• Assimilation and intermarriage 
 

4.  Family Resources 
• Talk to Grandparents, parents, siblings, in-laws, aunts, uncles, cousins, neighbors, friends 

• Documents, certificates, photos, letters, postcards, military decorations, scrapbooks, newspapers 

• Personal recollections, interviews, family reunions, Facebook, family webpages 

• Bibles and Prayer Books, Holidays, foods, cultural activities 
 

5.  Networking 
• Local genealogical & historical societies – programs, newsletters, handouts, links, websites 

o Anne Arundel Genealogical Society   www.aagensoc.org 

• Ethnic societies, lineage organizations, veterans organizations: cultural events, festivals  

• Online family trees; DNA testing 

• Online surname and localities message boards 

• Genealogical and historical conferences 

• Social networking – Facebook.com, Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter (X) 
 

6.  Genealogical Software Programs 

• Organize records, charts and reports, share information, color coded folders, document sources 
• Reunion for Mac: www.leisterpro.com  

• FamilyTreeMaker for Windows and Mac: https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/ 

•  
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7.  Archives and Libraries 

• FamilySearch Library  
o https://www.familysearch.org/ Salt Lake City; local FamilySearch Library 

(Annapolis/Columbia); online catalog and searchable records 

• National Archives & Records Administration (NARA), Washington, D.C.   
o http://www.archives.gov/index.html Immigration, veterans’ service records, censuses 

1790-1950 (not 1890) http://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/   Getting started 

• Library of Congress   http://www.loc.gov/    Washington, D.C. 
o Local History & Genealogy Reading Room, European Reading Room, city directories, maps. 

LOC online catalog, online digital collections 

• Maryland State Archives – http://www.msa.md.gov/ 
o Maryland land records, maps, photographs, vital records, Church records, slavery 

• DAR Library, Washington, D.C.   www.dar.org  Major library; research; heritage 

• Anne Arundel County Public Library  and other local libraries 
o Anne Arundel County Public Library Online Catalog  www.aacpl.net/genealogy  includes 

over 5400 volumes housed at the Kuethe Library.  Access to Ancestry Library Edition. 
o Genealogy Resources – Links to genealogy & premium resources (with library card) 

• Kuethe Library, Glen Burnie, MD - Historical & Genealogical Research Center, www.aagensoc.org 
o Extensive collection of books, photos, maps, Bible records, family histories, subject files 

(rivers, historic houses, aviation). All MD counties, nearby states incl. VA, KY, NC, NY, CT. 
o Non-circulating. Request a search at info@aagensoc.org 

 

8.  Web sites 
• Anne Arundel Genealogical Society www.aagensoc.org  Programs, Events, Links, Cemetery Listings, 

Surname Index, Bible Record Index, Anne Arundel County history and resources, AAGS books & 
downloads, Members Only section.  Links to genealogical and historical societies in Maryland. 

• Ancestry.com www.ancestry.com   Search Census & Voter Lists, Births Marriages & Deaths, DNA, 
Member Family Trees, Military, Immigration & Travel; DNA, Learning Center, Free Research Guides 

• Cyndi’s List  www.cyndislist.com  Free index of links to online genealogical resources   

• Ellis Island Foundation   www.ellisisland.org  Free passenger search, Genealogy Learning Center 

• Facebook  www.facebook.com  Networking, research tips, links.  Genealogy & Ethnic FB Groups. 

• FamilySearch.org  https://familysearch.org  Learning Center, video tutorials; Indexing, Family 
History Library Catalog of books and microfilms, census, immigration, vital records, Free. 

• FamilyTree DNA  www.familytreedna.com  DNA testing to help find family members, ethnicity 

• Family Tree Magazine.  How-to-books, maps & gazetteers, www.familytreemagazine.com . 

• FindAGrave  www.findagrave.com  Search for graves and cemeteries. 

• Fold3 www.fold3.com/   Original military records. 91.5 million record images. Fee; some free. 

• Genealogybank.com  www.genealogybank.com/gbnk/ Newspaper archive/family history research 

• Google Books  www.google.com  Search full text of books/ magazines that Google has scanned. 

• JewishGen  www.jewishgen.org  Home of Jewish Genealogy. Free, but must register. 

• Maryland Genealogical Society  www.mdgensoc.org  MD genealogical study and research 

• Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society  www.magsgen.com Promoting heritage of German ancestors 

• My Heritage – Search family info – family trees – DNA – enhance photos  www.myheritage.com 

• Polish Genealogical Society of America www.pgsa.org – Resources for Polish genealogical research 

• USGenWeb Archives   www.usgenweb.org/ Free links to state genealogical projects 
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