
African American Genealogical Resources

A Brief Chronology of Events in African American History


1619 - First Africans arrive in the American Colonies as indentured servants.

1620 - Chattel slavery begins in the American Colonies.  

1777-1804 - Nine northern states prohibit slavery or pass gradual emancipation laws.

1790 - Nearly all Africans to be imported had arrived, mostly living in 4 states - Virginia, South Carolina, 

Maryland and North Carolina

1793 - Fugitive Slave Act makes it a federal crime to assist a slave trying to escape.

1807 - The U.S. Congress bans the slave trade by prohibiting "the importation of slaves into the United 

States or the territories thereof" after 1 January 1808.

1820-1860 - Huge increases in slave population occurred across the South.

1820-1904 - American Colonization Society formed for purpose of sending freed African Americans to 

Liberia.

1831 - Nat Turner leads slave revolt in Southampton County, Virginia which kills 55-65 Whites.

1831-1861 - About 75,000 slaves escape to the North using the Underground Railroad. Harriet Tubman.

1832 - Census of Free Blacks in Somerset County, Maryland to promote the removal of free blacks to 

Liberia 

1850 - 2nd Fugitive Slave Act mandates government and citizen participation in the capture of escaped 

slaves.

1857 - Dred Scott Decision: Congress has no right to ban slavery in the states; slaves are not citizens.

1859 - Abolitionist John Brown leads slave revolt at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

1860 - Abraham Lincoln is elected as the 16th United States President, angering southern states.

1860 - Free blacks are about 10% of all African Americans in the U.S.

1861-1865 Civil War - the War between the States

1863 - The Emancipation Proclamation frees only slaves in states in rebellion against the Union.

1864 - Nov 1 - Maryland’s slaves are declared free since they did not rebel against the Union

1865 - June 19 - The Emancipation Proclamation is read in Galveston, Texas. “Juneteenth”

1865 - President Abraham Lincoln is assassinated by John Wilkes Booth

1865 - December 6 - The 13th Amendment is passed, abolishing slavery across the entire United States.

1866 - June 13 - The 14th Amendment. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject 	

to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. 
No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.  


1870 - February - The 15th Amendment. The right of citizens of the U.S. to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the U.S. or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude—


1896 - Supreme Court rules in Plessy v. Fergusson that “separate but equal is constitutional.

1900 - 90% of African Americans lived in the South

1954 - Supreme Court rules in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka that racial segregation in public 

schools violates the 14th amendment.

1957 - Little Rock Central High School becomes first integrated high school

1960 - 50% of African Americans live in the South.

1964 - Civil Rights Act prohibits discrimination of any kind.

1965 - Voting Rights Act outlaws practices used in the South to disenfranchise African American voters.

1990 - 84% of African Americans live in urban areas
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African American Genealogical Resources

To begin your search, talk to family members to find out where/when your family lived and where/when 
they were born, died, and buried. Obtain the first name, surname and date of birth, death, or marriage 
of one of your ancestors. Go to U.S. sources -- censuses, vital records, obituaries, and Bible records and 
work your way back. 

Join a local genealogical society and attend programs and workshops on a variety of topics of interest to 
the family historian. Many societies host a genealogical/historical library staffed by experienced 
volunteers.


Resources for African American Research


FamilySearch.org

• African American Genealogy Wiki Topics

   https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/African_American_Genealogy


▪ Beginning Research, Original Records, Compiled Sources, Background information, Finding Aids

▪ Resources for Black and African American Genealogy

▪ African American Genealogy at Family Search.org 

▪ African American Online Genealogy Records - State African American Pages, Southern States 

Slavery and Bondage Collections (also North Carolina), Vital Records Births 1780-1846.  

• How to do African American Research at FamilySearch


▪ FamilySearch Quick Guide to African American Records   

▪ African American History: A research guide to primary and secondary sources for African 

American history

▪ African American Cemeteries Online  

▪ African American Census Schedules Online

▪ List of Slavery Sites Accessible on the Web through Brown University	 

▪ University of North Carolina Greensboro Digital Library - Race & Slavery Petitions Project


http://library.uncg.edu/slavery/petitions/pSearch.aspx?s=2

• Freedman’s Bank Records -1865-1874 – U.S. African American Freedman's Savings & Trust Company 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
African_American_Freedman%27s_Savings_and_Trust_Company_Records


• Freedmen’s Bureau Records – 1865-1878 – index & images at https://www.familysearch.org and 
https://www.ancestry.com. Vital Records Marriages 1861-1872


Library of Congress 


• African American Genealogy Resources - https://guides.loc.gov/african-american-family-histories/
introduction


Maryland State Archives 

• Legacy of Slavery in Maryland http://slavery.msa.maryland.gov – Underground Railroad

• African American Families at the Maryland State Archives booklet at msa.gov - http://

slavery.msa.maryland.gov/pdf/researching_african_american_families.pdf


U.S. National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)

• Federal records that identify former slaves and slave owners - https://www.archives.gov/files/

calendar/genealogy-fair/2018/2-kluskens-handout.pdf

• American Slavery Civil Records, Congressional Records, Military Records, Judicial Records - https://

www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/slavery-records.html
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African American Genealogical Resources

Links to Other Resources


• Afro-American Historical Genealogical Society - https://www.aahgs.org


• AfriGeneas - https://www.afrigeneas.com – Research, Census records, Slave Names 
Databases. 


• Africana Heritage Project - http://africanaheritage.org/ Records of slaves, freed persons and their 
descendants. Database of primary documents, book, and multimedia excerpts 


• African American Cemeteries Online - http://www.africanamericancemeteries.com

• Cyndi’s List - Links to African American Resources   https://www.cyndislist.com/african-american/

• Facebook.com - African American Genealogy Research Community

• International African American Museum Center for Family History - https://cfh.iaamuseum.org/ 

Obituaries and funeral programs, ancestor photos archive, U.S. Colored Troops Service & Pension 
Records   


• Kunte Kinte-Alex Haley Foundation - https://kintehaley.org Educational/cultural, public forums, 
photos


• Lowcountry Africana - https://lowcountryafricana.com/about/ - African-American Genealogy in SC, GA 
and FL. (Gullah and Geechee cultural heritage). Research Library, SC Slaveholders, Freedmen's Bureau 
Records.


• Sons and Daughters of the United States Middle Passage - https://sdusmp.org

• Your Guide to Finding African/American Ancestors - http://barbsnow.net/AfricanAmerican.htm
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