IRISH GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH

A Brief History of Ireland for the Genealogist

Early Irish History

500 BC. - Celtic tribes arrive in Ireland

432 - St. Patrick travels to Ireland

795 - First Viking raids on Ireland

841 - Norse permanent encampment in Dublin

1169 - Normans, Welshmen, and Flemings invade Ireland

1171 - Irish kings submit to British King Henry II

1607 - Irish Earls flee --> exile of Ulster’s Gaelic aristocracy

1609 - English & Scottish Lowland Protestants colonize Ulster Plantations
1649 - Irish rebels massacred by Protestant Oliver Cromwell at Drogheda
1652 - Cromwellian Settlement --> confiscation of Catholics’ land

1691 - Penal law bans Catholics from membership in Parliament

1695 - Law forbids Irish Catholics from voting or joining the armed forces

18th - 20th Centuries

1737 - First St. Patrick’s Day parade in the U.S held in Boston

1741 - Famine caused by weather results in widespread deaths

1766 - Religious census of Ireland

1801 - Great Britain and Ireland unite as one country

1816 - Potato crop failure --> famine and typhus epidemic

1821 - Potato crops fail in Munster and Connaught

1832 - Asiatic cholera in Belfast and Dublin spreads throughout Ireland for a year

1840 - 1920 Irish Emigration mainly to North America: Canada, New England, New York
1845 - Potato blight leads to massive crop failure and emigration

1849 - Potato Famine draws to a close

1879 - Irish “"mini-famine” causes food shortage

1900 - Nationalists demand freedom from British rule

1916 - Irish Republicans stage Easter Rising for independence from Britain

1921 - Anglo-Irish Treaty -> Irish Free State & 6 counties of UK-governed No. Ireland
1922 - National Archives records destroyed when the Four Courts Building in Dublin is bombed
1923 - Irish Civil War ends

1937 - Constitution abolishes the Irish Free State and establishes Eire

1949 - Eire becomes the Republic of Ireland

1998 - Agreement ends civil unrest between Catholic Nationalists & Protestant Unionists

Irish Genealogical Resources

To begin your search, talk to family members to find out where/when your family lived in Ireland and
where/when they immigrated to America. Obtain the first name, surname and date of birth, death or
marriage of one of your Ireland-born ancestors. Then, go to U.S. sources — censuses, passenger lists,
naturalization records, obituaries and bible records — and work your way back.

Join a local genealogical society and attend programs and workshops on a variety of topics of interest to
the family historian. Many host a genealogical/historical library staffed by experienced volunteers. Some
have a Request Research option.

Suggested Reference Books

Tracing Your Irish Ancestors (4™ Ed.) — John Grenham
Irish Records - Sources For Family & Local History — James C. Ryan, PhD
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Available Records For Irish Genealogical Research

CENSUSES: Every 10 years from 1821 - 1911. Few of the census records are left. Census fragments and
substitutes,1821-1851. The 1861 - 1891 censuses were destroyed by the government after compiling
population statistics. Only 1901 and 1911 censuses from 32 counties can be used and are searchable for
free online at the National Archives Genealogy Website www.census.nationalarchives.ie

CHURCH RECORDS: Baptisms, christenings, marriages, burials and meeting minutes.

1876 - Church of Ireland parishes are required to send their registers to Dublin. Amended in 1878 to
allow parishes to keep their records. Some ministers copied records before sending the originals to Dublin
Many church records have been microfiimed. See Family Search (Family History Library) below.

CIVIL REGISTRATION: Birth, marriage and death registrations begin in 1864 (earlier in church
records). Organized by districts. Originals stayed in the district, copies forwarded to General Register
Office, Dublin. Fee-based GRO Research Facility http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/GRO_Research.aspx or
Northern Ireland http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/gro

National Archives of Ireland www.nationalarchives.ie Research your Family Tree section. Parish
records and marriage licenses. Free access to Calendars of Wills and Administrations 1858-1922, an index
up to 1917, at http://www.willcalendars.nationalarchives.ie/search/cwa/home.jsp. 1918 Wills & probate
from 6 counties of Northern Ireland: http://www.proni.gov.uk

National Library of Ireland: www.nli.ie Free online access to its archive of Catholic Church records
(mostly baptisms and marriages), dating from the 1700s, covering 1,091 parishes in Ireland.

Family Search (Family History Library) www.familysearch.org

Ireland indexed historical records (civil and church): for births, baptisms, death, and marriage; land,
census, emigration, probate, prison and military records. Free Irish Research Outline. Microfilms from
multiple Irish repositories. Tithe Applotment Books 1814-1855. Everyone, regardless of religion, were
to pay a tithe to support Church of Ireland clergy. Griffith’s Primary Valuation and Ordinance
Survey Maps: 1848-1864 Every civil parish in Ireland made a valuation of taxable property - acreage,
value, tax assessed. Ordinance Survey maps (1837-1913) online, in books, and FHL microfilm at

Findmypast www.findmypast.com Focus on Irish & British (England, Scotland, Wales) genealogy
Ancestry.com http://www.ancestry.com Learning Center, Family History 101, Free Research Guides:
Finding your UK and Irish Ancestors.

Other Resources for Irish Genealogical Research

Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet: Ireland and Northern Ireland
http://www.cyndislist.com/ireland.htm 4,169 links to U.K. and Ireland genealogy web sites.

Irish Genealogy www.irishgenealogy.ie Irish government supported official web site for family history
Irish Family History Foundation. www.rootsireland.ie Largest database of family records in Ireland
Ireland GenWeb Project www.irelandgenweb.com

Northern Ireland GenWeb Project www.rootsweb.com/~nirwgw

GENUKI: Ireland http://www.genuki.org.uk/ UK and Ireland Genealogy; virtual reference library;
Getting Started in Genealogy and Family History. Non-commercial.

Irish Genealogical Society International http://www.irishgenealogical.org/ Blog, help, events.
Genealogical Society of Ireland. www.familyhistory.ie

Eneclann - http://www.eneclann.ie Irish Genealogy and History Research Services. Publications. Irish
city and county directories, histories, people in rebellions. Fee-based

IrishTV 24/7 television channel aimed at Ireland’s diaspora. Focus on each of 32 counties of Ireland.
View County Matters. Cultural. In English. Videos. www.irishtv.ie
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