A Brief History of Scotland For the Genealogist

Early Scottish History

* Roman legions in Scotland in 71 A.D. depart in 213. Romans give the name Caledonia to the lands north of their province
of Britannia, beyond the frontier of the Roman Empire. Written records begin during the Roman presence in Scotland

¢ Hadrian’s Wall separates Caledonia from the Roman Empire

e Briton, Anglo-Saxon, Viking Invasions -->Anglo-Saxon language (Lowlands), Gaelic (Highlands)

¢ Constant warfare between England and Scotland over allegiance to England, religion (Catholic in Highlands and
Presbyterian in Lowlands), and succession to the Crown:

¢ 1297 - Scots defeat English at Stirling Bridge

* 1309 - Robert the Bruce is king of Scotland

¢ 1314 - Bruce’s army defeats English army at the Battle of Bannockburn

® 1406 - James | is king of Scotland

e 1513 - Scottish army loses Battle of Flodden (largest battle)

® 1542 - Mary, Queen of Scots becomes Queen of England

e 1552 - All parishes ordered to keep baptism registers & marriage banns

e 1587 - Elizabeth | orders execution of Mary, Queen of Scots, for treason

¢ 1603 - Scotland’s James VI --> King James | of England & Ireland, politically uniting the two

¢ 1642-1651 - English Civil Wars. During the “Scottish Campaign”

¢ 1650-1, Oliver Cromwell transports thousands of Scottish soldiers to the Americas

¢ 1600s on - Scots-Irish emigration - 200,000 Presbyterians migrate from Lowland Scotland to Ulster Northern Ireland. Two

million of their descendants (Scots-Irish/Ulster Scots) emigrate to North America

18th - 19th Centuries
¢ 1707 - Scotland joins Wales and England --> United Kingdom of Great Britain
e 1715 - First Jacobite Rebellion - Scots support James Edward Stuart as king of Great Britain. Scots defeated by the English.
¢ 1745 - Second Jacobite Rebellion: Scots support Charles Edward Stuart “Bonnie Prince Charlie”
¢ 1746 - English defeat Prince Charlie’s army in Battle of Culloden. As a result of their defeat in the two
Jacobite rebellions, Highlanders move to the Lowlands and 1,600 Scots are banished to the
_ American colonies by transportation and/or indenture. Some go to France or Italy, Catholic
countries. Some go to the West Indies.
e 1717-1775 - 250,000 Scots-Irish --> American colonies, settling mainly in the Carolinas, Penn.& Va.
® 1760-1830 - Lowland Clearances - tenant farmers forced from their farms --> thousands of Scots
emigrate, going to Canada and the United States.
e Late 1700s to 1870s - Highland Clearances - Highlanders forcibly displaced to the lowlands and coastal areas. Waves of
Highland Scots immigrate to the Carolinas, Nova Scotia and elsewhere in Canada.
e Emigrating Scots forced to swear oath of allegiance to English Crown, subject to impressment into
the Royal Navy, and/or are transported from prison as indentured servants or laborers.

North Carolina - 1790 U.S. Census - 6% U.S. population of Scottish descent, mainly Va. & N.C. —

e Scots in Upper Cape Fear Valley 1729-1775. Piedmont Scots from Penn. & Va. Boundaries fluid between Va., N.C,, S.C. &
Tenn.; Land grants from Rev War & statehood period in N.C. State Archives. County deeds in FHL. Local militias & patriots
active in Colonial conflicts [Regulator Movement (1764-71)] and Revolutionary War. Small towns grow along coast.
Plantation owners and rich merchants are often Loyalists who support the English Crown; many emigrate to Canada.

¢ After indenture --> farmers, fishermen, craftsmen, small merchants. Independent Highland Scots head for western N.C.
hills away from English and to familiar mountains; befriend Indians. Self-sufficient hill farms; whiskey is currency for
bartering /trade. Local militias and patriots during the American Revolution. Early newspapers in Wilmington & New Bern;
no churches. Scottish Presbyterian Church. Gatherings of former clansmen for social and business activities, barley grown
for whiskey & “parritch”, religious animosity, superstitions, storytelling.

e Outlander, book and TV series set in the Scottish Highlands, West Indies, and North Carolina, portrays 18" century clan
lifestyle, the English, the Battle of Culloden and the upheaval that followed and led to emigration from Scotland.
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Scottish Genealogical Resources

To begin your search, talk to family members to find out where/when your family lived in Scotland and where/when they
immigrated to America. Obtain the first name, surname and date of birth, death or marriage of one of your Scotland-born
ancestors. Then, go to U.S. sources -- censuses, passenger lists, naturalization records, obituaries and Bible records and
work your way back.

Join a local genealogical society and attend programs and workshops on a variety of topics of interest to the family
historian. Many host a genealogical/historical library staffed by experienced volunteers.

Available Records for Scottish Genealogical Research

CIVIL REGISTRATIONS: 1855 - Civil registration begins in Scotland. 1855 to present. Birth records closed for 100 years;
marriages 75 years; death records 50 years

CHURCH PARISH RECORDS: 1553-1854 No privacy restrictions.
e 1552 - All parishes are ordered to keep baptism registers & marriage banns

CENSUSES: Every 10 years since 1801 (except 1941), including 1911 Census. Later censuses confidential for 100 years.

National Records of Scotland (NRS) - www.nrscotland.gov.uk, The merged site of the General Register Office (GRO) for
Scotland and the National Archives of Scotland (NAS). Vital events since 1855, church records (1553- 1854), military vital
records, and Scottish census records 1841-1911. Wills & testaments, maps, Church of Scotland & other church records,
deeds & sasine records (land ownership). Free guides and online catalog.

ScotlandsPeople - http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ Family History Research. The official Scottish genealogy resource.
Statutory Registers: births (1553-2006 online), marriages, deaths; Old Parish Registers & Catholic Registers: births &
baptisms, banns & marriages, deaths & burials; Census Registers 1841-1911; Land Valuation Rolls 1865 - 1925 (assessments
of every house and piece of ground with proprietor, tenant and occupier. Free Search: wills & testaments and coats of arms

ScotlandsPlaces - http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk Scottish places past and present, digital copies of 17th-19th

Historical Tax Rolls, Ordnance Survey Name Books, official reports, and published gazetteers and atlases.

century

Scottish Archive Network www.scan.org.uk Internet access to the written history of Scotland.

Scottish Handwriting Tutorials http://www.scottishhandwriting.com/

National Library of Scotland — Digital Library — includes digitized Scottish Post Office Directories from 1773- 1911;
Gazetteers of Scotland, photos.. http://digital.nls.uk/

Family Search (FHL) www.familysearch.org Scottish births, death, marriage, land, census, probate and military records.
Ancestry.com www.ancestry.com

Findmypast www.findmypast.com Focus on British (England, Scotland, Wales) & Irish research

Scotland GenWeb http://www.scotlandgenweb.org/ Links, Query Boards, Archives, BMD, Message Exchange

North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh, N.C. http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/ & http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/
Other Resources for Scottish Genealogical Research

* The Scottish Genealogy Society http://www.scotsgenealogy.com/ Family History Centre in Edinburgh

e Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet - Scotland http://www.cyndislist.com/scotland.htm

« http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caledonia

¢ Hendrickson, Nancy. “Scot Free, Tracing your Scottish Ancestry”. Family Tree Magazine, Nov. 2008

» Kelly, Douglas F. and Caroline S. Carolina Scots, An Historical and Genealogical Study of Over 100 Years of Emigration.
1998. Available on Amazon.com

* Meyer, Duane. The Highland Scots of North Carolina, 1732-1776. Chapel Hill: The UNC Press.
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