
Brief History of the Seven Celtic Nations 

Insular Celts were speakers of the Insular Celtic languages in the British Isles and Brittany. The term is mostly used 
for the Celtic peoples of the isles up until the early Middle Ages, covering the British-Irish Iron Age, Roman Britain, and 
Sub-Roman Britain, including the Celtic Britons, the Picts, and the Gaels. 

The Roman Empire conquered most of Britain in the 1st century AD, and a Romano-British culture emerged in the 
southeast. The Britons and Picts in the north and the Gaels of Ireland, remained outside the empire. During the end of 
the Roman Empire in the 400s, there was significant Anglo-Saxon settlement of eastern and southern Britain, and 
some Gaelic settlement of its western coast. During this time, some Britons migrated to the Amorican peninsula, 
where their culture became dominant. Meanwhile, much of northern Britain (Scotland) became Gaelic. 

By the 10th century, the Insular Celts had diversified into the Brittonic-speaking Welsh (in Wales), Cornish (in 
Cornwall), Bretons (in Brittany) and Cumbrians (in the Old North), and the Goidelic-speaking Irish (in Ireland), Scots (in 
Scotland) and Manx (on the Isle of Man), in southern Scotland and northern England, and the remnants of the Pictish 
people  in northern Scotland. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insular_Celts 

Brittany, France   “Digemer Mad” - Breton (Brittany, France) - “Welcome” 
Brittany (French: Bretagne; Breton: Breizh, Gallo: Bertaèyn) is a peninsula, historical country, and cultural area in the 
north-west of modern France, the western part of Amorica during Roman occupation. It became an independent 
kingdom, then a duchy before uniting with the Kingdom of France in 1532 as a province and a separate nation under 
the crown. 

Between prehistory and history, Brittany was inhabited by five Celtic tribes who had strong economic ties to the Insular 
Celts, especially in the tin trade. The region became part of the Roman Republic in 51 BC and their towns and villages 
were redeveloped according to Roman standards. Brittany is known for its menhirs and dolmens (stones). 

Most of the population was rural. Gallic deities were worshipped and were assimilated to Roman gods, mostly 
combining Celtic elements. At the end of 4th century, Britons of Cornwall began to emigrate to Amorica. Thus, the 
Breton language is closely related to Cornish. 

While the Celtic Gauls lost their original identities and language, becoming part of a Gallo-Roman empire, Galiia 
remained the conventional name of the territory throughout the Early Middle Ages, until it acquired a new identity as 
the Capetian Kingdom of France. Gallia remains a name of France in modern Greek and Latin. 

Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brittany 

Galicia, Spain   “Benvidas” - (Galician (Galicia/Asturias, Spain) - “Welcome” 
Galicia is an autonomous community of Spain and historic nationality under Spanish law. Located in the northwest 
Iberian Peninsula, it is bordered by Portugal to the south and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. Galicia was first inhabited 
by humans during the Middle Paleolithic (Middle Stone Age) period, and takes its name from the Gallaeci, the Celtic 
people living north of the Douro River during the last millennium BC.  

It became part of the Roman Empire in 19 BC, then a Roman province in the 3rd century AD. Over time, it was part of 
kingdoms – Germanic (410), Visigoths (585), Islamic (711), and the Christian kingdom of Asturias (740). The Statute 
of Autonomy (1981), approved in referendum and currently in force, provides Galicia with self-government.  
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Galicia’s landscape is mountainous and coastal, with a temperate climate, and an economy based on farming, fishing, 
shipbuilding, auto manufacturing, technology, and tourism. Its language is galego. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galicia_(Spain) 
Source : https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20131203-where-is-the-seventh-celtic-nation 

Isle of Man (Manx)  “Failt Erriu” - Manx (Isle of Man) - “Welcome” 
The Isle of Man is one of the six Celtic Nations, and has been under Norse, Scottish, English control and self-governing 
for much of the past thousand years. 

The earliest traces of people in the Isle of Man date to around 8000 BC, during the Mesolithic Period, also known as 
the Middle Stone Age. Small, nomadic family groups lived in campsites, hunting wild game, fishing the rivers and 
coastal waters, and gathering plant foods.  

The Neolithic period was marked by important economic and social changes. By 4000 BC, people once reliant upon the 
uncultivated natural resources of the land and sea had adopted cereal growing and stock rearing, using imported 
species of grain and animals. Large-scale clearance of natural woodland provided fields for crops and animal fodder.  

During the Iron Age, Celtic influence began to arrive on the island. Based on inscriptions, the inhabitants appear to 
have used a Brythonic language; however, at some point, possibly c. 700 AD, it is assumed that Irish invasion or 
immigration formed the basis of a new culture, and the Manx came to speak Gaelic. This language has developed in 
isolation since, though it remains closely related to Irish, and Scottish Gaelic.   

At the end of the 8th century, Viking settlers began to arrive and establish settlements, eventually coming to dominate 
the island. The Norse Kingdom of Mann and the Isles was created by Godred Crovan in 1079. The Norse had a major 
impact on the island, leaving behind Norse placenames, and influencing its distinctive political system, Tynwald (from 
Old Norse, Þingvóllr), which is one of the oldest parliamentary democracies in the world. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manx_people#History_and_politics 

Cornwall   “Dynnargh Dhis” - Cornish (Cornwall) - “Welcome” 
Cornwall (Cornish language: Kernow is a historic and ceremonial county in southwest England, recognized as one of 
the Celtic Nations, and is the homeland of the Cornish people. Cornwall is bordered to the north and west by the 
Atlantic Ocean, to the south by the English Channel, and to the east by the county of Devon, with the Tamar 
River forming the border between them. Cornwall forms the westernmost part of the island of Great Britain. The most 
southwestern point is Land’s End. The administrative center of Cornwall is Truro, its only city. 

Humans reoccupied Britain after the last Ice Age. The area now known as Cornwall, first inhabited in the 
Paleolithic and Mesolithic periods (Stone Ages), continued to be occupied by Neolithic and then by Bronze Age people. 
Greeks traded for Cornish tin in the 4th cent. BC. During the Roman occupation from AD 43 to AD 410, Romano-British 
culture emerged as Romans introduced improved agriculture, urban planning, industrial production, and architecture. 

Cornish piracy was active during the Elizabethan era on the west coast of Britain. Cornwall is well known for its 
“wreckers” who preyed on ships passing Cornwall's rocky coastline. During the 17th and 18th centuries Cornwall was a 
major smuggling area. Economy: tin and copper mining, fishing, tourism. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall 

Ireland   Céad Mile Fáilte - Irish Gaelic - “A Hundred Thousand Welcomes” 

 2
Compiled by Shelley K. Pollero   www.aagensoc.org       	 	 4/22/2023

http://www.aagensoc.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galicia_(Spain)
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20131203-where-is-the-seventh-celtic-nation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manx_people#History_and_politics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall


Scotland   Ceud Mile Failte - Scots Gaelic - “A Hundred Thousand Welcomes” 

Wales   Croeso - Welsh (Wales) - “Welcome” 

SELECTED GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES FOR THE CELTIC NATIONS 

ISLE OF MAN Resources 
• FamilySearch.org  https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Isle_of_Man_Genealogy. Genealogy records 
• Ancestry.com Family History Research https://www.ancestry.com/search/places/united_kingdom/isle_of_man/ 
• Isle of Man Family History Society  http://www.iomfhs.im 
• Introduction to Manx Family History http://www.isle-of-man.com/manxnotebook/famhist/genealgy/intro.htm 
• Genuki (Isle of Man) https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/iom 
• Findmypast https://www.findmypast.co.uk/articles/world-records/full-list-of-united-kingdom-records/life-events-
bmds/isle-of-man-births-and-baptisms-1600-2010 
• Cyndi’s List  https://www.cyndislist.com/uk/iom/bmd/ 
• North American Manx Association https://www.facebook.com/northamericanmanxassociation 

BRITTANY Resources 
• Brittany Genealogy  https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Brittany 
• Our Family Tree  https://www.ourfamtree.org/county.php/state/France/county/Brittany 
• Bretons Genealogy  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bretons 
• Greener Pastures  https://greenerpasture.com/Places/Details/267  Old photos, search. 
• Astérix the Gaul  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asterix_the_Gaul  Comic books; Brittany under Roman control 
• Dukes of Brittany Family Tree:  http://www.1066.co.nz/Mosaic%20DVD/whoswho/text/
Dukes_of_Brittany_family_tree[1].htm 

GALICIA, SPAIN Resources 
• Autonomous Community of Galicia, Spain Genealogy 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Autonomous_Community_of_Galicia,_Spain_Genealogy 
• The Genealogy Corner  https://thegenealogycorner.com  Spanish Genealogy Resources 
• Spain Family History Research  https://www.ancestry.com/search/places/europe/spain/ 
• Our Family Tree  https://www.ourfamtree.org/county.php/state/Spain/county/Galicia 
• Xunta de Galicia  https://www.xunta.gal/portada Galicia Government and Institutions Portal 

CORNWALL Resources 
• Cornwall Family History Society  https://www.cornwallfhs.com  Research, Research Request, Free Content 
• Cornwall Online Parish Clerks (OPC) Genealogy  https://www.opc-cornwall.org  Database, Parish Index 
• Cornwall OPC Database  https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org Search records 
• Cornwall, England Genealogy  https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Cornwall,_England_Genealogy 
• Cornwall Family History Research https://www.ancestry.com/search/places/united_kingdom/england/cornwall/ 
• Cornwall Online Census Project https://sites.rootsweb.com/~kayhin/ukocp.html 

IRELAND RESOURCES  Download our handout 

SCOTLAND RESOURCES  Download our handout 

WALES RESOURCES  Download our handout
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