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Jewish Family History Research Basics 
  
1.  How may family research benefit you?   

• Gain an appreciation for the value and relevance of recording your own story 
• Become motivated to connect with long-lost family members 
• Learn about history in a personal way 
• Learn strategies for sharing information & conducting individual and group research 

 

2.  What is common to many researchers? 
•      Family records, photos, stories, legends 
•      Immigration and naturalization records 
•      Vital records and cemetery records,    
•      Gravestones in family plots  

•      Religious (Ketubot/Yahrzeit/Simchas)   
•      Census records – federal and state 
•      City directory listings 
•      Wills and probate documents          

 

3.  What makes some family research different or difficult? 
• Multiple languages – Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew (synagogue), education/official language of country 
• Lack of permanent surnames/surname evolution/name changes/spelling variations/patronyms/ 

nicknames & implications for pinning down your relatives’ names (Dov Ber Aronowicz Falek; Berish) 
• Border changes and migration patterns  
• Falsification/non-registration of records – political, tax, military, illness 
• First generation immigrants formed landsmanschaftn, mutual aid and burial societies 
• A break with or lack of family ties to ancestral homeland; assimilation, intermarriage & divorce 
• Location of records – archives/towns/online; some missing/inaccessible/illegible 
• Jewish DNA results reflect endogamy (marrying within a specific ethnic group) 
• Dealing with family members who rebuff your efforts to obtain family information 

 

4.  Family Resources 
• Grandparents, parents, siblings, in-laws, aunts, uncles, cousins, neighbors, friends, address books 
• Documents, certificates, photos, letters, postcards, newspaper clippings, military decorations 
• Personal recollections, interviews, family reunions, scrapbooks, addresses in census years  
• Prayer books, holidays, foods, cultural activities, customs, Facebook, family webpages 

 

5.  Organizing your Information 
• Call cousins, phone, e-mail, send letters & messages. Inquire about Hebrew names, dates (approx. years) 

& places of immigration, where the family settled, etc. Offer some not all of your data. 
• Recording your family data and record keeping – notebook, file folders, genealogical software – 

FamilyTreeMaker; Reunion for Mac; online family trees (Ancestry, MyHeritage) 
• Organize records, create charts and reports, share information; scan documents & photos, use folders  
• Family Tree Chart – Print clearly – Scan into computer and/or keep in family folder  

 

6.  Networking 
• Local genealogical & historical societies – programs, newsletters, workshops, links  
• Synagogues and churches, veteran organizations, cultural events, festivals  
• Online family trees, DNA testing, Google searches, surname and localities message boards 
• Genealogy conferences – International Association of Jewish Genealogy Societies <www.iajgs.org> 
• Social networking – Facebook.com, Twitter 
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7.  Archives and Libraries 
• LDS Family History Library (FHL) https://www.familysearch.org/  

Salt Lake City; local FHL on Rt. 450 Annapolis; online catalog; search records at FamilySearch.org 
• National Archives & Records Administration (NARA), Washington, D.C. & regional   

http://www.archives.gov/index.html Immigration, Federal Census 1790-1940 (not 1890) 
http://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/  Getting started 

• Library of Congress   https://loc.gov   Washington, D.C. Hebraic Section, Local History & Genealogy 
Reading Room, European Reading Room, city directories, maps, LOC online catalog, online digital 
collections; Yizkor books online. Free search U.S. newspapers www.chroniclingamerica.loc.gov . 

• U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum www.ushmm.org Resource Center; Holocaust Survivors & Victims DB 
• State Archives – New York www.archives.nysed.gov Maryland  https://msa.maryland.gov 
• Local libraries – https://www.aacpl.net/genealogy  Free use of Ancestry & HeritageQuest and more 
• NYC – Center for Jewish History; YIVO; Museum of Jewish Heritage  
• Yad Vashem –  www.yadvashem.org  Central Database of Shoah (Holocaust) Victims’ Names (online) 

 

8.  Jewish Genealogy Societies (JGS) and Special Interest Groups (SIG) 
• JGS of Greater Washington  http://www.jewishgen.org/jgsgw/ - meets monthly in Rockville/No. VA area 
• JGS of Maryland   http://jgsmd.org – meets monthly in Baltimore, MD 
• JGS Worldwide  https://www.iajgs.org/  - lists member groups; annual Conference on Jewish genealogy 

 

9.  Online Resources 
• JewishGen (JG)  www.jewishgen.org  Home of Jewish Genealogy. Free, but must register. 

JG Research & InfoFiles; Town Finder & Gazetteer (towns & variations); KehilaLinks (Town web pages); 
Online Worldwide Burial Registry; Yizkor Books (town memorial books); JG Family Finder; JG  Country 
Databases; JG Unified Database; JewishGen.org Discussion Group main@groups.jewishgen.org 

• Jewish Records Indexing-Poland  www.jri-poland.org/ - All Poland Database. Searchable indexes to 
Poland, Ukraine, & Galician vital records, some with links to Polish State Archives online. Town Leaders. 

• Gesher Galicia https://www.geshergalicia.org - All Galicia Database, GG Family Finder, Galician Research 
Projects, the Galitzianer research journal. Galicia SIG Discussion Group, Archival Records, Webinars 

• Ancestry www.ancestry.com Census & Voter Lists, Births, Marriages & Deaths, Member Family Trees, 
Military, Immigration & Naturalization; DNA, Learning Center, Free Research Guides. Free indexes. 

• Family Search https://familysearch.org  Learning Center, video tutorials; Indexing, FHL Catalog of books 
and microfilms (now online), census, immigration, family trees, vital records, Free. 

• Italian Genealogical Group www.italiangen.org - Database searches of vital records in the New 
York/New Jersey area. Marriages 1890s–1937;births 1876-1909;deaths 1878-1909.Free. Includes Jewish. 

• http://genealogy-software-review.toptenreviews.com/ Review of genealogy software for PCs. 
• One-Step Webpages by Stephen P. Morse www.stevemorse.org - Tools for finding immigration records, 

census records, vital records, calendars, maps, foreign alphabets, etc. 
• Ellis Island Foundation www.ellisisland.org  Free passenger search, Genealogy Learning Center 
• Facebook  www.facebook.com  Networking, research tips, Jewish genealogy and town groups / pages 
• FamilyTreeDNA  www.familytreedna.com  DNA testing to help find family members 
• FindAGrave  www.findagrave.com ; BillionGraves Search graves/cemeteries worldwide. 
• MyHeritage – family trees, DNA, research, photo enhancing. www.myheritage.com 
• Fold3.com - discover your family’s military past; browse military records; add to U.S. Honor Wall 
• Google.com – search your ancestral town history, living people, obituaries, books, images, translate. 
• Fultonhistory.com – free search of almost 50 million old newspaper pages 
• CyndisList.com – free categorized/ cross-referenced index of links to genealogical resources online. 


