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• Ancestry.co.uk. For genealogy or genetic genealogy (DNA), Ancestry is the top choice. Start with the 
portals for England and Wales. New collection just added: “UK, Criminal Records, 1780-1871”. 

• FamilySearch. Free site. Global record collections. Lists of parishes in England and Wales with dates of 
surviving registers and maps of parish boundaries. FamilySearch library centers, with computers and access 
to paid subscription sites Ancestry, Geneanet Premium, and Findmypast. 

• UK National Archives.  “Discovery” catalogue; keyword guide; guides for genealogy; palaeography 
tutorials; vast holdings of unindexed but available microfilms; and a new feature called Stories Unboxed. 

• Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru – The National Library of Wales. Getting Started guide, directory of 
research professionals, the Wales Broadcast Archive, the Crime and Punishment database, the Welsh Tithe 
Maps, Welsh newspaper articles, over 190,000 Welsh wills, and more. Browse the special collections. 

• General Register Office. (GRO) Records of births, deaths, marriages, civil partnerships, stillbirths and 
adoptions in England and Wales. 

• Search Local Archives. UK gov’t portal to locate local councils in England /Wales which hold archives. 
• British Library.  Family History portal/guide. Catalogue, Endangered Archives Programme, digital files. 
• GENUKI. Focused on UK and Ireland genealogy, volunteer-driven site has many resources and links. 
• Free UK Genealogy. Portal of the FreeBMD, FreeCEN, and FreeREG projects, focused on vital records, 

census records, and parish registers. Work is ongoing. 
• BMDRegisters. Some Nonconformist parish records available on a pay-per-page basis. 
• Federation of Family History Societies. Over 180 societies. Many local societies on Facebook.com. 
• Lancashire Online Parish Clerks. Many OPC sites, but Lancashire OPC stands out.  
• UKBMD. This site can orient you to thousands of online transcriptions of vital records and censuses. 
• FindMyPast. Paid subscription site with some Roman Catholic parish records unavailable elsewhere, as 

well as a pay-per-page access to the UK’s 1921 census of England and Wales (the census can be viewed 
for free at Kew). Partner of the British Library for the paid subscription site British Newspaper Archive. 

• Guild of One-Name Studies. Standardized spelling is a very recent development, in the past century or so 
— keep an eye out for variants! 

• County Record Offices. The London Metropolitan Archives (LMA) and Guildhall Library. Wikipedia 
maintains a list of CROs in England; FamilySearch and ArchivesWales have a list of CROs in Wales. 

• GenGuide. This site is an online guide to reference sources and research material. 
• Forces War Records.  UK site, a sister company of Geneanet, has a wide range of collections concerning 

UK military personnel.  
• Historic England Archives. This official body has a fabulous collection of over a million records pertaining 

to buildings and archaeological sites. 
• Archives Hub. Locate sources and records at over 380 UK institutions universities, councils, archives. 
• UK ProbateSearch. Currently in beta, this site has a unified search function for England and Wales — try it! 
• The Crew List Index Project. Seafarers can be notoriously difficult to research. This nonprofit initiative 

focuses on records of British merchant seafarers of the late 19th and early 20th century. 
• Catholic Family History Society.  Journal. Organizes transcriptions of parish registers. 
• A Vision of Britain Through Time. Maps for places in the UK, population statistics, election results. 
• Association of Genealogists and Researchers in Archives. Association of Professional 

Genealogists. Links to professional genealogists including in the UK. 
• London Gazette. Publishes many notices of public interest and offers a rich archive; see their guide. 
• Old Bailey Online. You can search nearly 200,000 criminal trials at London’s central criminal court. 
• London Lives. Primary sources about ordinary people in London from the 18th and 19th centuries. 
• Deceased Online. Repository of burials and cremations in the UK. 
• Oxfordshire Family History Society. Freely available database of transcribed wills and other resources. 
• British History Online. Subscription site offers nearly 1300 volumes/resources concerning the British Isles. 
• Archifau Cymru — Archives Wales.Site for archivists in Wales, promoting digital preservation. 
• Welsh Coal Mines. Mines, mining disasters, active forum. Poems and Stories collection. 
• Morwyr Cymru — Welsh Mariners. Compiled databases of Welsh sailors, merchantmen and Royal Navy  
• Swansea Mariners. Over 108,000 records of merchant seamen on Swansea registered ships. 
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