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• German unification was not until 1871. Before that you will not find the 

country of Germany on a map. The area that became Germany was made 

up of various political entities of diverse size and level of government. At 

times these numbered in the hundreds. 

 

• To research in Germany, you must first find the village or town. 

 

• Even today there is no national German census. There are some resources 

from 1816-1916 in certain areas that are considered census records. See: 

Minert, Roger P. German Census Records 1816-1916: The When, Where, 

and How of a Valuable Genealogical Resource Published by Family Roots 

Publishing Co., LLC, 2016.  

 

• US population of German descent in US in 1870 from German Embassy 

https://germanyinusa.com/2019/08/18/this-map-shows-the-

german-born-german-population-in-the-usa-in-1870/ 

• Germans to America 1850- 1897. Index on FamilySearch  

                      https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2110801 

• Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-lexikon des deutschen Reichs 

German gazetteer of place names in Germany. 5th edition published 

1912. Lists even places as small as a single farm. Published in German 

using German Fraktur typeface. 

• Meyers Gaz 

List of German place names as of 1912. Website with Fraktur 

changed to English typeface. Use to find various levels of government 

where records for that place can be found. Also church/synagogue  

records. Wild card searching available. 

https://www.meyersgaz.org 

 

https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31478393458&searchurl=an%3Droger%2Bminert%26sortby%3D17%26tn%3Dgerman%2Bcensus%2Brecords%2B1816%2B1916&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title1
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31478393458&searchurl=an%3Droger%2Bminert%26sortby%3D17%26tn%3Dgerman%2Bcensus%2Brecords%2B1816%2B1916&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title1
https://germanyinusa.com/2019/08/18/this-map-shows-the-german-born-german-population-in-the-usa-in-1870/
https://germanyinusa.com/2019/08/18/this-map-shows-the-german-born-german-population-in-the-usa-in-1870/
https://www.meyersgaz.org/


• CompGen Comprehensive German research website. The “Ancestry.com” 

of Germany. 

 https://www.compgen.de 

 

• Ortsfamilienbücher is literally town family book. 

These can sometimes be found in libraries. The Library of Congress 

has a large collection. Also, the St. Louis County Library (Missouri) has 

a very large collection. See also FamilySearch. For the German site 

see: https://ortsfamilienbuecher.de/ 

• Archion for Protestant church records. 

This is a fee-based site to search German church records. The are 

mostly protestant but there are some Catholic records as well.  

https://www.archion.de/en 

• Matricula for Catholic church records.  
 

Free. Austria, Germany, Poland, Serbia, and Slovenia 

https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/ 
 

• Arcanum  Maps (Formerly known as Mapire) 

Free to look. Cost to purchase 

 https://maps.arcanum.com/en/ 

 

• German telephone directory 

Current telephone directory for Germany. Might be able to find 

family of same name in or near place of interest. 

https://dastelefonbuch.de 

• Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society 

German Genealogy Society based in Mid-Atlantic but offers help to 

all German researchers. Website, conferences, workshops, award 

winning newsletter. $15 to join. 

https://magsgen.com/  
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