How to Search WM%M Land Records

The website landrec.msa.maryland.gov provides free, online access from home to Maryland land
records such as deeds and mortgages, as well as bills of sale, manumissions, and certificates of

freedom prior to emancipation.

Getting Started

Go to landrec.msa.maryland.gov, and then log in. If this is your first time, then click “Create Account”
for free. Select the county you'd like to search from the drop down. If you had an account prior to Nov.
18, 2025, then no accounts were migrated over from the previous version, so please create a new

account.

Searching for Current Deeds

Do you already have a book (liber)
and page (folio)? You can type
these right into Jump to New
Volume!

Or, to find the book and page, use
the “Individual or Corporation
Name Search.”

Each county’s page lists the date
range for this search, which usually
goes back to the 1950s, 60s, or
70s, depending on the county. To
search earlier, see other side.

Grantor: seller (or giver)
Grantee: buyer (or recipient)

Liber: Latin for “book”
Folio: Latin for “page”

Check out the Maryland Manual Online to
find out when each county is formed, and if
it was formed from another county.
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Search
— Select a County and fill in any fields

[SELECT NEW COUNTY |

~Jump to New Volume or Search for a Book/Page
Clerk: I:l Book: I:l Page: Jump

— Individual or Corporation Name Search
Corporation Name [ Last Name: [[s [

First Name: [1z
Middle Name: [[5
Suffix: [z

Legal Capacity: |1z
Ownership: [a)f |
Party Type: |all ¥
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— Additional Fields

Instrument Type: [is | |
SDAT Tax Account Identifier: [15 | ]
Remarks:[[s (—| J

Reference Book:| | Page:| |

If you enter book number and page number and hit
"ENTER" or click on "JUMP," then you will be taken to
that specific page.

If you enter book number and page number and click
"SEARCH" at the bottom of the screen, then a list of all
entries (aka names) will appear of individuals listed on
that specific page.

Please email us if we can be of further assistance at
msa.helpdesk@maryland.gov, or call us at 410-260-6487.



Searching by Address
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If you only have an address for a property, then you can search by address for the book and page
of the current deed. First, on the gold toolbar, go to Related Links.

Next, click on the State Department of Assessments and Taxation (SDAT) Real Property Search.
Then, you can select the county in which you are interested and then select the search by address.

The search results include a book/ Owner Information

page deed reference, under the Use: RESIDENTIAL

Owner's Information section and / or Principal Residence: -

the Transfer Information section. This Deed Reference: Jo0629/ 00450
‘)'Iﬁ‘)l"hﬂﬁl"lﬁ —

example shows book 629, page 450.

\

Tracing property backwards

Each land record should give the book and page of the previous land record, usually starting with a
phrase like “Being the same as...” Enter that book and page into the “Jump to New Volume” to pull up the
previous land record.
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If a deed does not include a the previous book and page, then search grantee indexes to find when the
last owner originally bought the land. If you still strike out, then try searching our probate records and
equity records research guides at msa.maryland.gov, since the previous sale might be recorded there.

<><><> Searching for Historical Deeds

After selecting the county you want to search, click on Indices at the top of the homepage, and find the
time frame you would like to search. This takes you to scans of older index books by last name or by
business name, which gives you book and page numbers to enter in the “Jump to New Volume” fields.
Looking for more recent years? See Searching for Current Deeds on the first page of this handout.
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Please email us if we can be of further assistance at
landrec.msa.maryland.gov msa.helpdesk@maryland.gov, or call us at 410-260-6487.



